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billion in Medicare and Medicaid cuts 
and billions in new premiums that 
threaten to endanger Minnesota’s 
691,000 Medicare patients’ access to 
care that they need to lead healthy, 
independent lives. 

This budget proposal does not value 
children in the dawn of life. It 
underfunds by $10 billion the State 
Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
The administration itself argues that 
it needs $15 billion just to continue 
covering those children already en-
rolled in the program. With only $5 bil-
lion proposed to cover its neediest chil-
dren, we will almost certainly add to, 
not subtract from, the already 86,000 
uninsured children in Minnesota. 

Minnesota’s 407,000 veterans will un-
doubtedly be hurt by the President’s 
proposed VA funding cuts. Nearly one- 
half of the military servicemen and 
women in Iraq and Afghanistan will re-
quire health care services for the phys-
ical and psychological impairments 
and traumas of war, yet the President’s 
budget cuts in half the minimum an-
nual increase needed, according to the 
Veterans Health Administration. 

The President freezes funds for col-
lege work-study funds and zeroes out 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity 
Grants at a time when tuition and fees 
at schools like the University of Min-
nesota have soared nearly 50 percent in 
just 4 years. 

It eliminates two of Minnesota’s 
most effective local crime fighting 
tools, the COPS, Community Oriented 
Policing Service program, and the Jus-
tice Assistance Grants. 

It reduces Minnesota’s Community 
Block Grant Development program by 
$17.2 million, which is the cornerstone 
of Minneapolis and the Fifth Congres-
sional District’s affordable housing and 
revitalization program. 

And it goes on: public housing cut by 
$450 million; Section 8 housing vouch-
ers cut by $500 million; Section 11 dis-
abled housing cut by $121 million; el-
derly housing cut by $160 million; lead 
paint prevention cut by $38 million; 
zero funding for Brownfields redevelop-
ment. 

Madam Speaker, a budget is a moral 
barometer of a nation. It is a reflection 
of our values. This budget proposal 
does not value people, but it does value 
the privileged, because it proposes to 
maintain permanent tax breaks for the 
President’s wealthy friends. 

The President proposes making his 
2001 and 2003 tax cuts permanent. This 
includes reducing rates on capital 
gains and dividends, a phaseout of the 
temporary repeal of the estate tax, 
educational tax incentives and child 
tax credits. The cost to you and me? 
Well, that is $373.9 billion over 5 years; 
$1.6 trillion over 10. 

Remember the cuts the President 
proposes? Kids, COPS, Justice Assist-
ance Grants, Community Block Grants. 
The fact is, Madam Speaker, we have 
to build a new politics of inclusion, a 
new politics of generosity, a new poli-
tics of peace, a new politics that says 

that our parents and our seniors are 
precious, our students are precious, our 
veterans are precious, and we value 
them. 

And tax cuts for the most privileged 
people amongst us, there is just not 
time for that right now. We have to 
ask all Americans of all wealth posi-
tions to pony up for the good of the 
whole Nation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO YARDLY POLLAS- 
KIMBLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge a woman who 
has touched the lives of so many people 
with her caring, her intelligence, her 
compassion and her generosity. This 
woman has been a friend and inspira-
tion to me personally and has affected 
the lives of so many people here in the 
Congress, in the First Congressional 
District which I represent, as well as 
throughout the country, with her wis-
dom and her expertise in the legisla-
tive process. 

Madam Speaker, I am referring to 
my deputy chief of staff and legislative 
director for the past 9 years, Mrs. 
Yardly Pollas-Kimble. It saddens me to 
announce that Mrs. Pollas-Kimble will 
be leaving my office and embarking on 
a career in the private sector, where I 
am sure she will continue to be very 
successful and widely acclaimed. 

Madam Speaker, anyone who has 
worked on the Hill for any significant 
amount of time has probably heard of 
or worked with Mrs. Pollas-Kimble in 
some capacity. Not only has Mrs. 
Pollas-Kimble been the glue that has 
held my office together for so many 
years, but she is a person that count-
less other staffers from many offices on 
both sides of the aisle have come to 
rely on for information, for direction 
and for guidance. I don’t know of any-
one who has been so accessible to so 
many people, and always with a smile 
on her face, as Yardly has been. 

Directing my legislative agenda for 
the past 9 years, Mrs. Pollas-Kimble 
has been someone that I have come to 
rely on deeply, and she has guided 
many legislative initiatives for my of-
fice, including the COPE Act, the Fam-
ily Telephone Connection Protection 
Act, the Telecommunication Owner-
ship Diversity Act, the Nursing Relief 
for Disadvantaged Areas Act, and the 
Payday Borrower Protection Act. 

By the way, Madam Speaker, if any 
of my colleagues would like to sign on 
as cosponsors to any of these fine 
pieces of legislation, they can call 
Yardly today or tomorrow before she 
leaves. 

But seriously, Madam Speaker, my 
office and Congress as a whole will 
truly be missing a jewel of a person 
when Mrs. Pollas-Kimble leaves the 
Hill. Rarely have I worked with a per-
son who so seamlessly embodies the 

spirit of the American dream, with the 
perfect combination of ingenuity, cre-
ativity, class, compassion and intel-
lect. 

Born in New York City, and I won’t 
say what year, Yardly moved with her 
family to Haiti when she was 8 years 
old. While in Haiti, Yardly saw both 
the natural beauty in the people, lan-
guage and culture, as well as the pov-
erty and destitution that she would 
later dedicate her life to helping to 
eradicate, not only in Haiti, but 
throughout the world. 

After graduation from high school at 
the age of 16, which proves that she was 
a genius, Yardly returned to this coun-
try where she graduated from the Uni-
versity of Houston with her Bachelor’s 
degree in politics. Yardly would go on 
to earn a Master’s degree in public ac-
counting and a Juris Doctorate from 
American University here in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

After receiving her MPA, Yardly 
traveled to West and Central Africa, 
where she spent 2 years monitoring 
elections in fledgling democracies. 
While in Africa, Yardly was able to 
hone her multilingual skills, as today 
she is a fluent speaker of four lan-
guages, including French, Spanish, 
English and Creole. 

While attending the University of 
Houston, Yardly would meet fellow 
classmates and future husband Kevin 
Kimble, and the two were married in 
1992. Today they have two beautiful 
children, Anael and Kohl, who are both 
on the path to education and leader-
ship. 

Madam Speaker, I can’t express how 
much Yardly has meant to my office, 
where she has been a trusted advisor, a 
confidant and a friend to me. Yardly 
has also served as a mentor and a tutor 
of the legislative process to everyone 
on my staff who has been a part of our 
family. Additionally, I cannot count 
the times I have seen staffers from 
other offices call or drop by to ask 
Yardly’s opinions on specific legisla-
tion or the legislative process. 

Madam Speaker, I have been truly 
blessed to have Yardly on my staff for 
so many years, and I am truly proud to 
call her a friend. I know she will be 
successful in future endeavors. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

b 1830 

MAE CARDELLA CARR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam 
Speaker, it is such a privilege for me to 
stand in this Chamber to honor and 
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speak words of tribute to a beloved 
lady, born Mae Cardella Fox on a cold 
December day in 1913. Mae was the es-
sential coal miner’s daughter and grew 
up in a small miner’s camp close to 
Habersham, Tennessee. 

When she was only 11 years old, her 
mother died of pneumonia. Being the 
oldest daughter at home, she bravely 
embraced the crushing challenge at her 
age of maintaining a household and 
cooking for her siblings and her father. 

When she was 16 years old, just as the 
Great Depression was falling upon 
America, she married another coal 
miner by the name of Earl Carr. The 
two of them were deeply committed to 
each other, and by themselves alone, 
using only hand tools, they built their 
first home, a log cabin on Pine Moun-
tain above Morley, Tennessee. 

When Mae was still in her twenties, 
her husband Earl was in a terrible acci-
dent when a coal mine caved in, killing 
many of his friends and breaking his 
own back and disabling him for life. 
When rescue workers reached him, he 
had already begun to dig himself out. 

To take care of her severely injured 
husband and family, Mae began to take 
in laundry and clean houses, and she 
said she canned every kind of berries 
that grew in the Smoky Mountains. 
The older children gathered and sold 
holly at Christmas time, and the entire 
family gathered coal that fell from the 
tipple where the train cars were loaded. 
They said sometimes the workers 
would deliberately throw out coal for 
the families. 

As the children grew in number and 
in stature, the family would travel to 
Florida in citrus season to pick or-
anges. It was there that my first 
memories of Mae and Earl Carr were 
born. I can remember at 4 years old 
waking up before daylight and climb-
ing into a tarpaulin-covered truck, 
called a doghouse, and going to the or-
ange groves to help pick oranges with 
Mae and the rest of her family. 

To find better work, the family 
moved to Colorado, close to Juanita 
Franks, one of Mae and Earl’s married 
daughters. While they were there, a 
grandson with a missing palate and a 
cleft lip was born to Juanita. Mae lov-
ingly helped feed this little baby with a 
pill cup and an eyedropper until sur-
gery could be performed. Madam 
Speaker, this is only one small in-
stance of all of the acts of love and de-
votion this precious woman bestowed 
on every member of her family. 

Mae Carr loved Jesus and her family 
more than anything else in life, and in 
all of the joys and struggles of their 
lives and 64 years of marriage, Earl and 
Mae Carr became the patriarch and 
matriarch of a family that would num-
ber 11 children, 47 grandchildren, 76 
great-grandchildren, 22 great-great- 
grandchildren, and two more on the 
way. 

A few days ago, in her 94th year of 
life, I was called to the bedside of Mae 
Carr, who as it happens, Madam Speak-
er, is my precious grandmother, and 

who was called home to meet her Sav-
ior on February 7, 2007. 

Among her last words to me were 
those contained in a phrase I had heard 
her say many times before, and ex-
panded just this once. She said, ‘‘Trent, 
the truth will stand when the world is 
on fire; and the truth will still be here 
when the world is gone.’’ 

Madam Speaker, if all of us in this 
institution and this world could learn 
the reverence for truth and the love for 
humanity personified in this four-foot- 
eleven coal miner’s daughter, the en-
tire human family would be nobly 
transformed. 

I will cherish those final moments 
with her for the rest of my life, because 
her mind at the time was still keen and 
perfectly lucid, and I was able to tell 
her not just how much I loved her, she 
already knew that, but I was able to 
tell her how much we were grateful for 
her 94 years of loving all of those about 
her, for loving life, and for making this 
world a better place to live. And, most 
importantly, Madam Speaker, I was 
able to remind her that indeed her life 
was a profound victory and that all of 
her dreams had come true. 

Because you see, Madam Speaker, 
Mae Carr’s dreams, though profound 
beyond words, were simple dreams: a 
family to love and nurture and support, 
children, grandchildren, great-grand-
children, and even great-great-grand-
children who would learn her heartfelt 
love for God and her fellow human 
beings. Her family now stands as a liv-
ing testament to her life and her noble 
dreams fulfilled. And her greatest 
dream, Madam Speaker, is also now 
fulfilled as she stands in the presence 
of her Savior and has heard His eternal 
words of victory, ‘‘Well done, my good 
and faithful servant.’’ 

The truth will stand when the world 
is on fire, and the truth will still be 
here when the world is gone. Mae 
Cardella Carr. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. KLEIN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. KLEIN addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IRAN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from New Jersey (Mr. AN-
DREWS) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to begin my remarks with 
words of appreciation for Mr. Robert 
Knotts, who served with distinction as 
my legislative director and who will be 
leaving our office next week to further 
advance his career. I want to express 
my appreciation to Robert, Madam 
Speaker, for the service he has given to 
our constituents and the fine work he 
has done as a member of this institu-
tion. 

He has helped me prepare these re-
marks tonight, and I mean them in a 
heartfelt way to say thank you. 

For the last 25 years, the regime in 
Iran has secretly and unlawfully com-
menced the process of acquiring a nu-
clear weapon. This is a grave threat to 
peaceful and freedom-loving people 
around the world. This is a regime 
headed by a president who just re-
cently has said that one Holocaust was 
not enough, that we need another one; 
a regime headed by a president who 
said that Israel should be wiped off the 
face of the Earth; a regime that has 
flagrantly and blatantly disregarded 
international law in pursuing this 
weapon of mass death. 

I believe that it should be a policy 
not only of our country but of freedom- 
loving nations around the world that 
this regime in Iran must never have a 
nuclear weapon that it could use 
against its neighbors or other peace- 
loving people around the world. It is 
truly a grave threat. In my view, 
Madam Speaker, it is a grave threat 
that calls for diplomacy, strategy, and 
cooperation, and not for a reckless 
rush into armed conflict. That is the 
purpose, Madam Speaker, of my re-
marks here this evening. 

I am troubled by recent signs that I 
have seen from our administration 
with respect to the issue of Iran. Place-
ment of naval assets in that area of the 
world is justified as a defensive meas-
ure, but I worry that it may be a pro-
vocative measure. The words of our 
President are words which can be 
taken, and I hope they are meant in 
the spirit of warning and cooperation, 
but they could also be taken in the 
spirit of provocation, and I hope and 
pray that they are not meant in that 
regard. 

My principal message though this 
evening is not one about answering the 
question as to what we should do about 
the threat of a nuclear weapon in Iran. 
My principal message is to find who 
the ‘‘we’’ in that sentence is, what 
‘‘we’’ should do about the question of 
nuclear proliferation in Iran. 

The Constitution of this country 
vests the sole authority to declare war 
in the Congress of the United States of 
America. Our Presidents as com-
manders in chief have inherent author-
ity to protect our country in time of 
emergency and to act in self-defense, 
but it is a clear principle of this Con-
stitution that the power to initiate 
hostilities, the power to declare war, 
rests in this body and the other body. 
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